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Sir Jonathan North Community College
Aims
Home learning is an essential and valuable part of every student’s education.
Effective home learning provides opportunities for students:








to complete and consolidate classwork
to work independently
to carry out research
to extend their own knowledge and understanding of a subject
to practise subject skills or learn subject content
to revise in preparation for examinations
to take some responsibility for their own learning
to learn to plan and manage their time effectively.

Principles
Home learning is most valuable when: Home learning tasks form an integral part of students’ learning and complement
classwork
 Home learning tasks are varied, relevant and interesting, e.g. they might involve
research, reading, creative work, display work, extended writing, coursework,
preparations for practical work, or examination practice in addition to completing
classwork
 The home learning set is appropriate to the students’ age and ability
 Students are given clear instructions and sufficient lesson time is allowed to explain the
homework task fully
 Students are given reasonable, realistic deadlines for completion of home learning depending on the amount of notice given and the nature of the task
 Students are provided with, or have access to, adequate resources and/or support to
complete home learning tasks
 Extended tasks, e.g. GCSE coursework, are carefully structured, with short-term targets
and regular reminders of the final deadlines so that students are able to manage their
time effectively
 Students receive prompt, constructive feedback on work they have done
 Home learning is set regularly, becomes an established and important part of a
student’s College work, and is accepted as such by students, parents and staff
 Staff, students and parents share a common understanding of the value and purpose of
home learning and work together to achieve the best possible results.
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Expectations
Students
All students are expected to do home learning. All homework will be set on Show My Homework.
Students are expected to: complete home learning on time. In exceptional circumstances, if unable to complete a
home learning task, students should bring a note from home or parents should write a brief
note of explanation in their daughter’s planner
 spend approximately 20 - 30 minutes on home learning per subject in Year 7, increasing to
approximately 45 minutes per subject by Year 11, and to do two or three subjects homework
per evening
 use Show My Homework to access homework, unless alternative arrangements have been
made with Progress Tutor/ Progress Leader.
Subject Staff
Subject staff are expected to: set home learning regularly via Show My Homework, to complement, enhance and extend
students learning that is appropriate for the subject and age group
 monitor completion of home learning tasks and follow up students who have failed to meet
deadlines
 give feedback on home learning as soon as possible - individual, collective, verbal or written.
Homework non-negotiables:
1. Set all tasks on Show My Homework (if homework is not set on SMHW, the task does not
need to be completed) with clear submission dates and guidance for how long the task
should take.
2. Stick to the amount that is specified per week in the handbook: 20-30 minutes per subject in
Years 7 and 8, 30 minutes per subject in Year 9 and 45 minutes per subject in Years 10 and
11 (Elevate Education style note taking can be additional to this in Years 10 and 11)
Students should stop working at the end of the guide time.
3. Allow enough time to complete a task – ideally a week. NEVER ‘next day’ homework.
Finishing off an in-class task at home counts as homework.
4. Give prompt, effective feedback
5. Set notifications for SMHW to alert students at reasonable times – working hours and days
only
6. Be aware that your subject is one of many that students study
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7. Be aware that many students do not go home immediately after school. They collect
younger siblings, do household tasks, have jobs, participate in extra-curricular activities and
spend time with family and friends. They need balance in their lives.
Parents and Carers
Expectations of parents and carers are explained in the letter sent to parents at the beginning of
the school year which reaffirms the partnership role outlined in the College Charter.
Parents can best help their daughter if they: support the college by ensuring that home learning tasks are completed and informing the
college if, exceptionally, this is not possible
 monitor their daughter’s home learning by checking Show My Homework regularly
 contact the college if there are problems with home learning. They should contact subject
staff if there is a problem with a specific subject or the Group Tutor if problems are more
widespread.
 encourage their daughters to develop good study habits by ensuring that they regularly set
aside time to complete home learning tasks and that, where possible, they have an area in
which to work, away from distractions.
 show an interest in the home learning tasks that their daughters do and offer some support if
needed.

Monitoring: Roles/Responsibilities
Subject staff
 Subject staff are responsible for monitoring the home learning they set.
 Failure to complete home learning should be noted in the planner and should be followed up,
initially by the Subject Teacher. Students should be required to catch up missing work and
help to do this should be provided if needed.
 Extensions for GCSE coursework should only be given in exceptional circumstances and
letters should be sent home as soon as deadlines are passed.
 If problems with home learning occur again, or if students fail to catch up on missing work,
Group Tutors should be informed.
 At this point subject staff should discuss the situation with their curriculum Team Leader and
also with the Group Tutor. Parents should be informed of the problem.
 If the problem is occurring in only one subject area, a curriculum team letter should be sent
home indicating concerns and asking for parental support to ensure that work is done. A
copy of the letter should be retained for the student’s file. Students may be required to
attend a faculty detention in order to complete missing work.
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 Where no progress is made, parents should be invited in to school to discuss the problem
with the Curriculum Team Leader, Progress Leader or Vice Principal. If there is no parental
support this should be noted and filed in the student’s record.
Curriculum Team Leaders (CTL)
 CTLs have overall responsibility for monitoring homework within their curriculum team and
ensuring that appropriate home learning tasks are being set in accordance with the subject
requirements, the Curriculum Team Home Learning policy, schemes of work and
examination requirements, and that students receive regular feedback on home learning
tasks .
 They are responsible for the drawing up, implementation and review of the Curriculum Team
Home Learning Policy and ensuring that it is consistent with whole college policy.
 CTLs should be informed, and a record kept, of students who persistently fail to complete
home learning tasks.
 They should support curriculum staff in following up students who fail to complete home
learning- as outlined in Curriculum Team and College policies.
Group Tutors
 Group Tutors are responsible for regularly monitoring the completion of homework via Show
My Homework. Initial concerns should be discussed with the student.
 Students who consistently use their planners well should be rewarded.
 A note should be made of students who continually fail to use their planner and the Progress
Leader (PL) should be informed. Reference to this can be made in progress checks and
reports.
 Where regularly, little or no home learning is being set, Group Tutors should refer this to the
PL or relevant CTL.
 Where parents have indicated any concerns these should be discussed with the student and
drawn to the attention of subject staff, CTL or PL as appropriate.
 Group Tutors should be informed of any recurring problems relating to completion of home
learning by students in their tutor group and of any action taken.
 If a student is causing concern in several subject areas Group Tutors should discuss the
problem with the student and the PL. Parents should be contacted and asked for their
support. Tutors should keep a record of all contact with home.
 If there is no improvement, Group Tutors should again inform the PL (see below).
Progress Leaders (PL) and the Senior Leadership Team (SLT)
 PL are responsible for supporting Group Tutors in monitoring the use of planners by students
within their year group through regular spot checks. Students who are not using planners
regularly should be monitored more frequently and encouraged to do so.
 Use of student planners throughout the college will also be periodically checked by SLT.
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 Where PL are made aware of regular or widespread home learning problems relating to a
particular team they should bring this to the attention of the relevant CTL.
 PL should be informed if students are failing to complete homework in several subject areas
and monitor the situation (see above). If no improvement is made the PL should contact
parents to inform them of the continuing problem.
 If the problem persists SLT should be informed and a final letter should be sent to parents
inviting them to a meeting in college to resolve the situation. Where no progress is made and
there is no parental support, this should be noted by the PL and filed in the student record.
 PL should ensure that Group Tutors and CTL are kept fully informed of action taken.

Support
There is a range of support available in College to help students with their home learning.









Lunch time Study Rooms
Study Buddies
The LRC and IT Rooms are available during most lunchtimes for whole college use
KS4 lunchtime sessions - run by curriculum teams to support GCSE students with classwork,
coursework and revision, including specialist rooms for the completion of practical work.
KS3 Home Learning Clubs - run by the Learning Mentors.
Daily Home Learning Club run by ‘Skills for Learning, Skills for Life’ Team.
In addition, those students required to remain in college to catch up on overdue home
learning tasks will receive help from staff to complete the work.
After-school Home Learning Club in the Learning Resources Centre.
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